New High Speed broadband for Gaeltacht 

         - NUI Galway Extends Knowledge-Economy in Gaeltacht - 
 October, 2008: A new high speed telecommunications network, which will result in high speed broadband services, is being brought to the Galway Gaeltacht as a result of a joint initiative undertaken by NUI Galway, HEAnet and Údarás na Gaeltachta. 

The new network, which supports in excess of 300Mb, will be made available at seven of NUI Galway’s Gaeltacht centres and will also be available for business users within the Galway Gaeltacht region.   
These services, to be launched today (Monday, 6 October, 2008) by Minister Éamon Ó Cuív T.D., will strengthen the University and its academic partners in delivering their core teaching and research mission.  The work of Acadamh na hOllscolaíochta Gaeilge, NUI Galway’s Irish language arm, will be facilitated, as the new services help it to ‘collapse distance’ and integrate its widely scattered units.  
Kieran Loftus, Director of Computer Services, NUI Galway, said: “High Speed Networking has featured in NUI Galway campus life for several years,  but our presence also extends along the Western seaboard.  Acadamh na hOllscolaíochta Gaeilge has centres in locations throughout the Gaeltacht.  The marine science research activities of the Martin Ryan Institute at its Carna location will benefit as will those of the Environmental Change Institute at Mace Head in Connemara and Carron in the Burren, Co. Clare.  NUI Galway’s knowledge region partner GMIT will also benefit from provision at its sites in Castlebar and Letterfrack.  

Dr Loftus added: “It is not just NUI Galway that will benefit from these new services.  Our academic partners, both in teaching and research, will be able to access our resources.  We hope that our presence will stimulate new and advanced activities in these communities.  HEAnet services are being provided in a way which will make it easier to provide services locally, perhaps acting as a catalyst and an enabler for the provision of good broadband services to these rural communities”.  (This is business relevant)
The new communications network should make a significant difference to companies and organisations operating in the Galway and Donegal Gaeltacht regions, according to Pádraig Ó hAoláin, CEO of Údarás na Gaeltachta, which part-funded the service.  

“Broadband is like air and water to any modern business nowadays.  It is simply essential. Having high speed access available in these Gaeltacht areas can only help retain businesses, help them grow and attract others to the region. This project was also a joint venture with NUI Galway, who needed high speed network to their Gaeltacht outreach campuses. The provision of third-level accredited courses in the Gaeltacht is central to the Údarás’ strategy and part of the bigger picture to help enterprise promotion for the area. This new network also addresses the lack of broadband connectivity in the southwest Connemara area and this investment by an tÚdarás and HEAnet now means that a high speed service is available to businesses in the area”, he said.  (This is business relevant and should be included higher up in the release)

John Boland, CEO, HEAnet, said in advance of the launch: “HEAnet is bringing the power of the national and international research networks to these remote but important sites. This opens up a very fast and very powerful two-way communication channel and puts these valuable resources on a globally connected basis, linking the Irish sites seamlessly to the other 3,000 research institutions across Europe”.

Airspeed Telecom have been contracted to provide the service. 

About NUI Galway

Established in 1845 as Queen's College Galway, NUI Galway is one of Ireland's foremost centres of academic excellence. With over 15,000 students, it has a long established reputation of teaching and research excellence in each of its seven faculties - Arts, Science, Commerce, Engineering, Celtic Studies, Medicine & Health Sciences, and Law.
About Udaras na Gaeltachta

Established in 1980, Údarás na Gaeltachta is the regional authority responsible for the economic, social and cultural development of the Gaeltacht. 

 The overall objective of Údarás na Gaeltachta is to ensure Irish remains the main language of the region and is passed on to future generations. A governing board of 20 members, 17 of whom are democratically elected by the community, and a staff of 113 people implement the agency’s development brief.
About HEAnet
HEAnet is Ireland’s National Education and Research Network, providing high quality Internet Services to Irish universities, Institutes of Technology and the research and educational community, including all Irish primary and secondary schools.  HEAnet plays an essential role in facilitating leading edge research involving national and international collaborations between Irish researchers and students and their colleagues across the globe. It also enables leading researchers to live in Ireland and develop their ideas here.
Airspeed Telecom

AirSpeed Telecom, which began trading in November 2003, employs 30 at offices in Sandyford in Dublin and at Model Farm Road in Cork. Clients include Reox Holdings, EMC, HEANet, NCSS (Breastcheck), AA Ireland, Xtravision, BOC Gases and the Musgrave Group. AirSpeed Telecom operates a Network Management Centre which provides customers with a pro-actively managed 24x7x365 service.

AirSpeed Telecom was recently short listed for the ‘Telecommunications Company of the Year’ category in the 2008 ICT Excellence Awards.
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*List of the NUI Galway Gaeltacht sites

 - Mace Head Atmospheric Research Station, Carna, Co. Galway

 - Martin Ryan Institute, Carna, Co. Galway

 - Áras Shorcha Ní Ghuairim, Acadamh na hOllscolaíochta Gaeilge, Carna, Co.   Galway

 - Sean-Scoil Shailearna, Acadamh na hOllscolaíochta Gaeilge, Indreabhán, Co Galway

 - Áras Mháirtín Uí Chadhain, Acadamh na hOllscolaíochta Gaeilge, An Cheathrú Rua, Co Galway

· Ionad Acadamh na hOllscolaiochta Gaeilge, Gaoth Dobhair, Co Donegal

