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A day in the life of a Librarian and 
Research Data Management



● Some context

● RDM supports in UCD

● RDM supports in UCC

● Mind the gaps

Overview



‘research data’ means documents in a digital form, 
other than scientific publications, which are collected 

or produced in the course of scientific research 
activities and are used as evidence in the research 
process, or are commonly accepted in the research 

community as necessary to validate research findings 
and results;

The special collections by janneke staaks, CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

Directive (EU) 2019/1024 On Open Data and the Re-use of Public Sector Information

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jannekestaaks/26778835255/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1561563110433&uri=CELEX:32019L1024
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Adapted from Activities Involved in RDM, (c) Stuart Macdonald/EDINA. Used with permission.

Type, format volume of data, chosen software for 
long-term access, secondary data, file naming, 
structure, versioning, quality assurance processes. 

Information needed for the data 
to be understood in future, 
metadata standards, 
methodology, definition of 
variables, format & file type of 

data. 

Access restrictions, risks to 
data security, appropriate 
methods to transfer / share 
data, encryption, legal, ethical 
issues. 

Secure & sufficient storage for active data, regular 
backups, disaster recovery

Make data publicly available 
(where possible) at the end 
of a project, license data, 
any restrictions on sharing, 
access controls?

Select retention period, repository choice, 
costs involved in long-term storage?



FAIR Data Principles

A set of principles that 

describe the attributes 

data need to have to 

enable and enhance 

reuse, by humans 

and machines

www.force11.org/group/fairgroup/fairprinciples

Wilkinson, M. D. et al. The FAIR Guiding Principles for scientific data management and stewardship. 
Sci. Data 3:160018 doi: 10.1038/sdata.2016.18 (2016).

http://www.force11.org/group/fairgroup/fairprinciples


FAIR Data Principles

www.force11.org/group/fairgroup/fairprinciples

Wilkinson, M. D. et al. The FAIR Guiding Principles for scientific data management and stewardship. 
Sci. Data 3:160018 doi: 10.1038/sdata.2016.18 (2016).

● Findable

● Accessible

● Interoperable

● Reusable

http://www.force11.org/group/fairgroup/fairprinciples


8 Pillars of Open Science/ Scholarship/ Research

● Fair Data

● Research Integrity

● Next Generation Metrics

● Future of Scholarly Communication

● Citizen Science

● Education and Skills

● Research and Innovation

● EOSC - European Open Science Cloud



Benefits of Open Scholarship



A data management plan or DMP is a formal document that outlines 

how data is to be handled both during a research project and after the 

project is completed.

What is a Data Management Plan?

UCD Research Data Management Policy

https://hub.ucd.ie/usis/!W_HU_MENU.P_PUBLISH?p_tag=GD-DOCLAND&ID=227


Data Management Plans

5431 22

Adapted from Practical Guide to the International Alignment of Research Data Management (Extended Edition) by Science Europe

https://www.scienceeurope.org/our-resources/practical-guide-to-the-international-alignment-of-research-data-management/


UCD Library supports for RDM

54321 2



RDM - a shared service

54321 2
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UCD Research Data Management Policy

https://hub.ucd.ie/usis/!W_HU_MENU.P_PUBLISH?p_tag=GD-DOCLAND&ID=227
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UCD Library supports for RDM

Support:

● Pre-award DMP review

● Post-award DMP review

● One-to-one consultation

Self service guidance:

● DMPonline at UCD dmp.ucd.ie

● UCD Library Data Management Checklist

● Research Data Management LibGuide libguides.ucd.ie/data

Training:

● Discover RDM series

● UCD Library Research Toolkit

● On request

https://dmp.ucd.ie/
https://libguides.ucd.ie/ld.php?content_id=32484988
https://libguides.ucd.ie/data


Research Data Service 



-One to one appointment service 
-Pre and post award advice
-Liaison with UCC Research, ITS and OCLA
-VLE Canvas units on FAIR and RDM
-Training scheduled and tailored 
-Digital Badge in the Responsible Conduct of Research

5431 22

Data Management Plans



5431 22

Key 

Stakeholders

Research Community 
Research centre
Diverse disciplinary needs
Students
Staff
Research Support Staff



Mapping of UCC Policies 
and Processes to the 
headings of a DMP. 

The structure of a DMP 

means that you are working 

across central units 

providing:

- Coordination 

- Communication 

- Triage

- Facilitating



UCC Data Stewardship Survey 



Surprising finding ! 



We asked respondents to 
give an indication of their 
opinion of the importance 
of the various data 
stewardship activities



Future Plans 



Sara Jones  https://www.slideshare.net/sjDCC/rdm-skills CC Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs License

Mind the Gaps

https://www.slideshare.net/sjDCC/rdm-skills
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


Beyond local actions and resources 

- National infrastructure to support research data 

- Support for big data, compute needs 

- Translation of international opportunities infrastructure opportunities  to local context

- Signposted links and access routes to EU infrastructure 

- National data stewardship network



THANK YOU

Dr. Aoife Coffey, Research Data Coordinator, UCC Library, 
aoife.coffey@ucc.ie
Jenny O'Neill, Data Manager, UCD Library, jenny.oneill@ucd.ie
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